What Does My Child Need to Learn in Kindergarten?
(Age 5-6, Elementary)

FAITH
___ Learn how to memorize simple Bible verses (example: Genesis 1:1)

___ Learn some basic Bible stories to the point that they can describe who the characters in the story are, and what is happening in the story. (Adam and Even, Noah and the Ark, David and Goliath, Jesus’ Ministry)

___ Learn to sing some children’s worship songs.

READING & PHONICS
___ Memorize and be able to recite the alphabet from A to Z.

___ Learn how to identify, and match together, the uppercase and lowercase letters. 

___ Learn about the sound that each letter makes. 

___ Learn about different words that all start with the same letter (example: apple, astronaut, ant)

___ Learn to listen to simple words (like cat, dog, ant, ball . . . ) and identify the sound and letter at the beginning of the words. 

___ Learn to sound out basic phonics words to begin reading simple sentences (example: “cat in a hat”)

___ Learn to recognize basic sight words (the, and . . . )

___ Practice reading comprehension, having a story read to them and they can answer simple questions about the story. 

___ Practice putting key events of a story in order.

WRITING & SPELLING
___ Continue to practice tracing lines on a page. 

___ Practice tracing and drawing basic shapes. 

___ Learn to write the uppercase letters of the alphabet.

___ Learn to write the numbers 1 to 9.

___ Learn how to spell their name.

COLORS & SHAPES
___ Learn some more basic shapes (rectangle, oval, diamond)

___ Begin learning about how to blend colors to make new colors (example: red + yellow = orange)

___ Learn all the colors of the rainbow plus the colors pink, white, black, gray, and brown.

___ Practice sorting objects by shape or by color. 

DRAWING, COLORING, CUTTING, & GLUING

___ Learn how to hold a pencil. 

___ Learn how to hold scissors and cut paper carefully. 
___ Practice completing simple mazes.

___ Practice connecting dot-to-dot pictures.
___ Practice coloring basic color-by-number or color-by-letter pictures.

___ Practice using Elmar’s glue and only using small dots of glue to stick papers together. 

___ Practice drawing a person with all the basic features (head, body, hands, feet, face, hair . . . )
MATH
___ Learn how to count from 0 to 20.

___ Learn how to count backwards from 10 to 0.

___ Learn to recognize the connection between a number and its equal quanity.

___ Learn to add single digit numbers (example: 1+1, 2+1, 2+2, 4+4 . . . )

___ Learn the difference between adding something or taking something away (introduction to subtracting)

SCIENCE & NATURE
___ Learn some more names of animals, and the sound that each animal makes. 

___ Learn to identify animal mothers and their babies, and also what the name of the baby is (example: dog and puppy, cat and kitten, duck and duckling, goat and kid, sheep and lamb . . . )

___ Learn more names for parts of the human body (example: cheeks, eyebrow, eyelashes, chin . . .)

___ Learn about the five senses (hearing, taste, sight, smell, touch)

___ Learn to tell the difference between living and non-living things (example: a dog is alive, a rock is not alive)

___ Learn about the weather (rain, sun, clouds, storms, lightening, thunder . . . )

___ Learn about the different times of the day (morning, afternoon, evening, night)

___ Learn about the four seasons (winter, spring, summer, fall)
___ Learn basic concepts about cause and effect. 
___ Play with magnets to begin discovering the science behind magnetic force. 
GEOGRAPHY & MAP SKILLS
___ Learn about some differences between the city and the country.

___ Learn about the continents on a map. 

___ Learn how to recognize land and bodies of water on a map.

___ Learn about their home and the community they live in. 

HEALTH & LIFE SKILLS
___ Learn about germs and why it is important to wash your hands very well before eating. 

___ Learn about sharing things with the people around them. 

___ Learn about why we give money in exchange for items we want to buy. 

___ Learn about stranger safety.

___ Learn mother and father’s names.

___ Learn age and birthday. 

___ Learn about why it is important to follow rules. 

___ Learn about rewards and consequences that follow actions of obedience or disobedience. 

___ Learn how to do simple chores and to help clean up. 

___ Practice sitting still and quiet. 

___ Learn the importance of using words to communicate feelings and needs. 

SIZES & SORTING
___ Learn to compare if two objects are the same or different. 

___ Learn to recognize things that do not belong in a group.

BASIC CONCEPTS & LIFE SKILLS
___ Learn more about directions (right, left, over, under, around, through)

___ Learn more words that are opposites (example: happy and sad, inside and outside, rain and sun . . . )

___ Learn the difference between yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

___ Learn about the different jobs that people have (taxi driver, cook, police, shop keeper, pastor . . . )

___ Learn more about different types of vehicles (airplane, helicopter, bus, truck . . . )

___ Learn about basic time concepts (seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, years)
___ Learn about emotions and how to express the emotions in a good way.

___ Learn about the general differences between boys and girls, children and adults, young and old people.
___ Learn how to play simple card games and board games by the rules (like Candy Land, or Go Fish).

___ Work up to being able to put together 16 piece puzzles.

___ Play with sensory toys, or sensory bins . . . things that stimulate your child’s senses. 

